
 

 

Why are Children Missed in the Census? 
Children, particularly those under the age of five, tend to be undercounted in each dicennial census.  
There are many reasons for this but primarily it is due to the fact that young children are more likely to live 
in households at risk for being hard-to-count. For example, young 
children are more likely than individuals in other age groups to live in:  
 
• large households  

• communities with high poverty 

• families that frequently move around or live in rental housings  

• multigenerational families or in homes where the head of 

household is not a parent 

• households where no one responds to the census 

 
What’s the Cost? 
An accurate count of children in each community is critical to the 
amount of funding communities receive for programs that serve children and their families. It is estimated 
that New York state receives approximately 6.7 billion dollars annually for such programs that 
include: 
 
• State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) provides subsidized insurance to children of 

the working poor through federal grants to states 
 

• Special Education Grants (IDEA) provides grants to states to assist them in ensuring a free public 
education environment that will allow children with disabilities to thrive 
 

• Head Start provides grants to local public and private nonprofit and for-profit agencies to provide 
child development services to economically disadvantaged children and families 
 

• Foster Care helps to provide safe and stable out-of-home care for children until they are safely 
returned home, permanently placed with adoptive families, or placed in other planned arrangements 
for permanency 
 

• Child Care and Development Fund assists low-income families, families receiving temporary public 
assistance, and those transitioning from public assistance in obtaining child care so they can work or 
receive training and education 

 
Learn more at: 

@NYSCCF BIT.LY/NYCENSUS2020 

 


